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Delta Music Experience blends music, travel

Back roads journey, New Orleans getaway offer blues lovers unique vacation opportunity
NEW ORLEANS—This spring, blues lovers can listen to their favorite music and learn about its roots with Amanda Gresham’s Delta Music Experience (DME).  

Blues lovers can take part in DME’s Real Deal Delta Discovery trip, which includes two recently added festival packages as well as complete six-day experiences during French Quarter Festival in New Orleans and Juke Joint Festival in Clarksdale, Miss. 

“Delta Music Experience trips offer Blues enthusiasts a way to dig deeper at the roots of the music, get to know its musicians and feel the music up close and personal,” said Gresham, DME’s founder. “Our comprehensive experience trips give travel lovers and music enthusiasts a way to combine their passions at a highly competitive price.” 

The packages that comprise The Real Deal Delta Experience are: 

The Big Easy Beat, offered April 9-14, is a six-day get away allows guests to maximize their New Orleans French Quarter Fest experience with a stay at Hotel St. Marie with a court yard view or Inn on Bourbon with a balcony view in the heart of French Quarter for $975 per couple. Enjoy a DME River Boat Cruise, Cajun Bayou and Swamp Tour, City and Cemetery Tour, New Orleans Cooking School class, carriage rides and visits to Jackson Square, Café du Monde, art galleries and more for an additional $185 per person. 
For Discovering the Delta from April 16-21, Shack Up Inn at Hopson Plantation in Clarksdale can be your home base for five nights during Juke Joint Fest. The popular destination hotel is only available to DME guests during these dates. During the day, DME will take you deep into the heart of the Delta, exploring celebrated sites 
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during musician-guided tours to Clarksdale, Greenwood, Indianola, Leland and Greenville. Guests also will enjoy impromptu performances, stories and more from special musical guests Nora Jean Bruso, Eden Brent, Super Chikan and Honeyboy Edwards. The price for this comprehensive package is $975 per couple.
The DME weekend festival package for Clarksdale April 18-20 will include hotel accommodations and JukeJoint Festival transportation to festival events for $275 per couple, or add DME extras including some meals, tour and special musical engagements for an additional $125 per person.  
Both Juke Joint packages include a special VIP reception for DME guests hosted by Bill Luckett, co-owner along with Academy-award winning actor Morgan Freeman of the local Blues club Ground Zero. 

Past DME trips have featured musical acts such as Brent, Charmaine and Charles Neville, Chubby Carrier and Bayou Swamp Band, Troy “Trombone Shorty” Andrews and Orleans Ave, Doyle Bramhall, Ann Rabson, Michael “Hawkeye” Herman, Dick Waterman, Paul Delay, and Lady A. DME will announce the musicians for the April trip on www.deltamusicexperience.com.

To make a reservation or to learn more about Delta Music Experience trips, visit www.deltamusicexperience.com or call (504) 524-BLUE (2583). 

In addition to the annual Delta Discovery trips, other DME projects include the Delta Music Experience French Quarter Market at the annual Waterfront Blues Festival in Portland, Ore.; sponsorship of the Winthrop Blues Festival in Washington State; and the Delta Music Experience Pavilion Stage at Michael Arnone’s Crawfish Festival, in Sussex County, New Jersey. All of DME’s projects promote immersion experiences in the music, culture and cuisine of the Louisiana Delta. Gresham’s photography work is included in Kenny Wayne Shepherd’s Grammy-nominated album 10 Days Out: Blues From The Backroad and in the related documentary. 
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